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Kyoto aims to be a world “Best Student City” with the support of its international 

students 

 

Kyoto, Japan, December 9, 2014 – Kyoto 

City has released the promotional video 

“Why Choose Kyoto?” to draw 

international attention to the full-featured 

academic environment in the city. This 

production received the full support of its 

international students from start to finish. 

The project team consists of 11 students from eight countries, who held meetings and 

proposed ideas about what should be included. All the speakers in the video are also 

students studying in Kyoto. Nicolás Guarín, one of the participants, commented, “This 

video project was a really fun experience that made me aware of how much I enjoy my 

life in Kyoto, and how many other foreign students share these feelings towards the City 

regardless of differences in culture, nationality or age.”  

 

Kyoto is recognized as a major student city in Japan, with 38 universities and colleges, 

and 147,000 students accounting for 10% of the city's total population. There are 6,700 

international students from 118 counties studying in the city, a number which has almost 

doubled since 2002. In the “Best Student Cities 2015” 

(http://www.topuniversities.com/best-student-cities) ranking of the world’s top-50 cities 

for students conducted by QS Quacquarelli Symonds Ltd., Kyoto jumped to 34
th

 in the 

world, up from 50
th

 in the previous year, indicating its great desirability as a learning 

environment. 

 

Mayor Daisaku Kadokawa commented, “Kyoto is already known as one of the top 

tourism destinations, but it is also a place filled with abundant learning opportunities, 

from cutting-edge research such as “iPS cells” to unique Japan-oriented study of such 

topics as Manga or Zen. We will continuously try to promote Kyoto as an attractive 

student city in collaboration with our international students.” 

 

Promotional Video “Why Choose Kyoto?” : www.studykyoto.jp/english 

http://www.studykyoto.jp/english


 

About Kyoto City 

Kyoto is the ancient imperial capital of Japan, and is recognized worldwide as the 

country’s historical, cultural and spiritual heart. Over 2,000 temples and shrines and 

numerous other architectural masterpieces are located here, including fourteen 

UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Sites. Kyoto was named the World’s Best City in 

major US travel magazine Travel + Leisure in July 2014 due to its rich cultural assets. 

With its array of higher educational institutes, The Consortium of Universities in Kyoto 

offers Japan's largest city-wide credit-exchange system. Students can study unique 

aspects of Japanese culture such as Ikebana (flower arrangement), Japanese gardens or 

anime at other schools and gain credit, while deepening knowledge in their own area of 

expertise. 

 

For more information contact: 

International Relations Office, Kyoto City 

kokusai@city.kyoto.jp 

+81-75-222-3072 


